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St* Lawrence Gulf. Sometimes with a high wind the air
becomes much colder than the open water. The latter,
being relatively hot, begins .to smoke, and the vapour
freezes into peculiarly sharp spicules. The poudre snow-
crystals of the north-west are usually small, dry, six-sided
petals, and, though penetrating as sand, they are soft. The
latter bind of snow is so damp and sharp that, when driven
by a gale, it nearly cuts the skin off the face. Hence the
popular name of the " barber," which is applied to this
phenomenon. The same name of " barber " is applied to
another phase of cold along the coasts of Nova Scotia and
New England. When a vessel is caught by a gale of wind
in a cold arctic current, the spray freezes the moment it
touches the deck or rigging. Every block is turned into
a lump of ice; men get coated with ice like an icicle; and
sometimes such a weight of ice forms on the bow that
the stem is lifted out of the water, and the ship becomes
unmanageable for want of steering power.

The last source of cold which we need mention is
rain. All rain, of course, is not cold. In front of a
cyclone rain is warm, and a shower does not send down
the thermometer. In the rear, on the contrary, and in
thunderstorms and secondaries, precipitation is more or
less cold, and turns the mercury downwards. The influence
of this varies very much in different countries and at
different seasons of the year. In England, during the
summer, rainy weather is cold, because it cuts off the sun,
independent of any chill of its own. In winter, on the
contrary, rainy weather is warm, because an overcast sky
prevents loss of heat by radiation. In the tropics cloudy
weather is colder, as far as the thermometer is concerned,